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The Hawaiian Islands collection comprises ninety-eight objects.  
 
Most items were collected in the late 18th and early 19th century. Fifty-one objects were 
transferred from the University of Edinburgh collection in 1854. Eight objects were collected 
on Captain James Cook’s third voyage (1776-9) and are therefore among the earliest 
material from the Hawaiian Islands in museums.  
 
Thirty-two artefacts are status objects which include feather cloaks and capes, chief’s 
helmets, lei niho palaoa neck ornaments, boar tusk arm ornaments and fly whisks. The three 
figures are Akua ka'ai, sacred carvings representing ancestral deities (A.UC.384; A.1891.26; 
A.1950.230). Of particular significance is the cloak associated with Kamehameha II 
(A.1948.274). 
 
There are twenty-eight pieces of barkcloth, (kapa). These include two collected on Cook’s 
third voyage and eight collected by Captain Frederick Beechey on his voyage on HMS 
Blossom which visited the Hawaiian Islands in 1826-27. Additionally the museum houses 
three of Alexander Shaw’s books of Polynesian barkcloth collected by Captain Cook which 
include samples of kapa from the Hawaiian Islands. 
 
National Museums Scotland holds the largest collection of Hawaiian material in Scotland. 
The Hunterian Museum at University of Glasgow also holds a smaller but no less significant 
collection including early voyage material. 
 

Have any aspects of the collection been published?  Please provide bibliographic references 
if available. 
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