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The collection is a small but important group of fifteen items. It is the only collection of
artefacts from the Tuamotu and Gambier Islands in Scotland.

Twelve artefacts are from the Tuamotu Archipelago, including a canoe model, food pounder,
and shark fishing hook from the George Darsie collection. Darsie was a wealthy trader and
the second Scottish husband of Tahitian Princess Titaua. Her first husband John Brander
donated items to Elgin Museum.

Half of the total collection was acquired on Captain Frederick William Beechey’s expedition
to the Pacific on the HMS Blossom, which visited the islands from December 1825 - January
1826.

Three objects are from the Gambier Islands including an unusual canoe paddle with a foot
carved at the base of the handle from the island of Mangareva. The paddle was collected by
Edward Belcher, Assistant Surveyor on the expedition, and has his initials carved in the
blade. This type of paddle is mentioned in Beechey’s narrative of the voyage. There is
another paddle from the islands, and a staff which would have signified status, both also
collected on the Beechey expedition.

Have any aspects of the collection been published? Please provide bibliographic references
if available.
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